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Abstract

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduced a comprehensive framework for
transforming India's education system through multidisciplinary learning, flexibility,
digital education, skill development, and improved quality. This review paper examines
the progress made since the policy's introduction, identifies key implementation
challenges, and discusses future directions for achieving equitable and high-quality
education.
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1. Introduction

NEP 2020 represents the first major education policy reform in over three decades. It
seeks to improve access, equity, quality, affordability, and accountability across school
and higher education while preparing learners with twenty-first-century skills.

2. Progress in Implementation

Important developments include the introduction of the 5+3+3+4 curricular structure,
multidisciplinary education, the Academic Bank of Credits, expansion of digital learning
platforms, greater emphasis on vocational education, teacher development, research
promotion, and the implementation of the National Curriculum Framework.

3. Key Challenges

Implementation challenges include uneven infrastructure, the digital divide, teacher
training needs, financial constraints, language-related issues, institutional readiness,
coordination among states, and effective monitoring and evaluation.

4. Future Directions

Future priorities include strengthening digital infrastructure, improving teacher capacity,
expanding research funding, enhancing industry-academia collaboration, promoting
inclusive education, integrating emerging technologies, and ensuring effective policy
implementation across all states.

5. Recommendations

Increase public investment in education, strengthen institutional governance, improve
learning assessment systems, expand vocational and lifelong learning opportunities,
encourage innovation, and establish robust monitoring mechanisms.
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6. Conclusion

NEP 2020 has laid the foundation for a modern and inclusive education system.
Sustained policy support, adequate funding, collaboration among stakeholders, and
continuous evaluation are essential to achieve its long-term objectives.
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