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Abstract: 
A CDA of political speeches to investigate the link between rhetoric and authority. Public opinion, 
policy, and ideological narratives are all profoundly impacted by political rhetoric. Examining 
politicians' use of language in speeches, this study seeks to understand how they legitimise their 
authority, manipulate public perception, and exert their power. Examining the speeches given by 
well-known politicians through the lenses of critical discourse analysis, rhetorical strategies, 
framing tactics, and the building of political identities. Topics like persuasion, 
inclusion/exclusion, and the formation of "us versus them" dichotomies are the main points of the 
analysis. the ways in which gender, class, racism, and nationality are all woven into language in 
order to create power dynamics. Examining political speeches from various cultural backgrounds, 
this research seeks to reveal how language establishes power dynamics and either upholds or 
questions preexisting social systems. In the end, the research clarifies how language plays a 
multifaceted function in political discourse and how it can preserve and alter social power 
structures. 
Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), Political Speeches, Language and Power, 
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Introduction: 
Language is an incredibly potent instrument that influences not just our communication skills but 
also our perception of the world and our role in it. Language is particularly important in political 
settings because it is frequently used to establish and sustain power relations, influence public 
opinion, and justify authority. Specifically, politicians rely heavily on political speeches to convey 
their beliefs, policies, and ideas to the general population. The framing and conveyance of political 
ideas through language is just as important as the words themselves for comprehending the 
workings of power in society. The intricate connection between language and power in political 
speeches can be better understood with the application of critical discourse analysis (CDA). The 
goal of critical discourse analysis (CDA), an interdisciplinary method, is to reveal how language 
both reinforces and subverts existing social power dynamics. This research delves into the analysis 
of political speeches to uncover the ways in which language is used to build political identities, 
divide ideologies, and impact the audience's beliefs and behaviours. Metaphors, repetition, and 
framing are some of the rhetorical tools that politicians employ to influence public opinion and 
win over voters. Subtle yet powerful linguistic tactics are frequently used in political speeches to 
communicate power relations. The employment of inclusive or exclusive language, the formation 
of binary oppositions like "us versus them," or the invocation of emotions like fear, hope, or 
patriotism are all examples of tactics belonging to this category. In this setting, language is more 
than just a tool for communication; it has the power to influence how people think, who they 
associate with, and the status quo. the manner in which concerns of gender, racism, class, and 
nationalism are deeply intertwined with political language, and the manner in which the language 
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used by political leaders reflects these categories. The study's overarching goal is to provide light 
on the ways in which language may either marginalise or empower certain social groups by 
analysing speeches from a variety of cultural and political settings. With any luck, our research 
will shed light on how language functions as both a medium for message transmission and a source 
of influence in political discourse. This study examines political speeches from a critical 
perspective to show how language can affect social structures, identity formation, and power 
dynamics. For political analysis and social change, it is crucial to comprehend how language 
functions as a tool of power, especially in a world where political speech is pivotal in moulding 
public opinion and policy. 
 
Political Speech as a Vehicle for Power: Understanding Language and Authority 
The political landscape is shaped in large part by political speech, since language is used for more 
than just communicating; it is also used to claim and maintain authority. Leaders in politics try to 
sway public opinion, legitimise their acts, and solidify their power through well planned speeches 
and language strategies. One may say that political speech is a reflection of and a tool for building 
power relations in society. Influencing the course of government, public opinion, and political 
conduct, politicians' argument framing, policy presentation, and audience engagement strategies 
can have far-reaching social, cultural, and political effects. 
Language as a Tool for Power 
Power and influence over public discourse are established through the use of language in political 
speech. Politicians employ rhetorical devices like ethos (emotional appeal), pathos (logical 
reasoning), and logos (appeal to credibility) to bolster their legitimacy and credibility through 
language strategy. Those in positions of political power often try to sway their followers' opinions 
and support by appealing to their commonalities and emotions. Their political power is solidified 
as a result of this alignment process, which cultivates trust, loyalty, and support.  
Furthermore, while presenting oneself as an authority on intricate topics, it is common practice to 
employ technical vocabulary and political jargon to project an air of competence and mastery. 
Politicians can skilfully manipulate the narrative using these language methods, stifling dissident 
thoughts or alternative viewpoints. 
The Role of Framing in Political Speech 
A crucial part of political discourse is framing, which politicians use to define topics in a way that 
suits their ideology and goals. Public figures in positions of political power have considerable 
impact over the way their audiences perceive and react to issues because they can choose which 
parts of a problem to emphasise and which to ignore. To frame austerity measures as "necessary 
reforms" or military operations as "peacekeeping missions" changes the conversation and defines 
the activities in a way that gets people on board or makes them sound less bad.  
Politicians can put their own activities in a positive light and their opponents' in a negative one by 
manipulating the interpretation of events as they happen. This tactic is essential for establishing 
and sustaining political power because it emphasises the speaker's ability to influence the audience 
and the direction of public discourse. 
Authority and Ideology in Political Speech 
Proclaiming one's allegiance to a greater cause or ideal is a common tactic in political speeches 
used to convey an air of moral superiority. A potent feature of political discourse is this ideological 
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connection, which serves to both justify the speaker's actions and appeal to the shared beliefs of 
their audience. Politicians use their ideologies to legitimise their power and make their actions 
seem like a moral necessity, whether they're fighting for social justice, nationalism, or democracy.  
By associating the speaker with national, cultural, or historical themes, language can also 
legitimise authority. The speaker's claim to political power can be strengthened by drawing 
connections to national heroes, historical events, or cultural symbols. These all help to situate the 
current leadership within the larger national narrative. The objective of political speech goes 
beyond mere persuasion; it also serves to establish a connection between the current political 
climate and a greater, everlasting authority. 
Inclusion and Exclusion through Language 
Strategic use of inclusion and exclusion is one way political communication strengthens power. 
Politicians foster a feeling of togetherness and solidarity by portraying particular groups as 
devoted followers or as part of the national "we." It is common to portray members of this "in-
group" as defenders of the status quo, while portraying members of the "out-group" as potential 
dangers to the group's welfare. Populist politicians frequently portray themselves as defenders of 
the common man vs powerful elites, outside forces, or marginalised communities, and this duality 
is magnified in their speeches.  
Political leaders can strengthen their grip on power by appealing to the "us vs. them" attitude that 
emerges when they utilise exclusionary language. This linguistic difference helps to legitimise the 
speaker's actions and keep control of the political narrative by creating a sense of allegiance 
among supporters and presenting opponents in a negative light. 
Political Speech as a Means of Control 
One way to keep power in the public domain is through political rhetoric. Politicians use speeches 
to rally support from the public in democracies, but under totalitarian governments, they can stifle 
opposition and cement the ruling elite's grip on power. Government officials can control the flow 
of information and silence dissenting voices by employing strategies including propaganda, 
censorship, and controlled narratives.  
Politics in these settings is about more than just making your voice heard; it's also about shaping 
public opinion and silencing other voices. These speeches use authoritative language to silence 
dissent, create a monopoly on truth, and delegitimise criticism and debate. What emerges as a 
political climate reflects how powerful people can use words to influence the fundamental fabric 
of politics. 
 
Conclusion 
One of the most effective ways to establish, maintain, or change power is through political 
rhetoric. In addition to conveying policy, political leaders utilise language strategically to build 
ideological narratives, influence public opinion, and solidify their power. the power of political 
discourse goes well beyond the substance it conveys, and how language serves as a weapon for 
persuasion, framing, and legitimising political activities. It resides in the ways in which language 
is employed to establish and maintain power hierarchies, polarise public opinion, and advance 
political objectives. It is clear from studying framing strategies, rhetorical devices, and the 
formation of political identities that language is inherently biassed when it comes to politics. It 
takes on the characteristics of the speaker's desire to exert control, make an appeal to particular 
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values, and draw lines between "us" and "them." Political speech is a tool for promoting loyalty, 
rallying support, and silencing dissent, whether through inclusive language that brings together 
supporters or exclusionary language that marginalises opposition. This has far-reaching 
consequences for political division and societal cohesiveness as language becomes an important 
tool in the larger dynamics of resistance and power. The authoritative language used in political 
speeches also does not stay inside any one culture or country; rather, it influences politics on a 
worldwide scale. Different approaches may be taken, but all of them share the commonality of 
using language to establish and maintain dominance. Political speech controls public discourse 
and manipulates the collective narrative, influencing governance and public engagement, in both 
democratic and authoritarian systems. Finally, in order to analyse the processes of authority 
construction and challenge, it is vital to comprehend the connection between political speech and 
language and power. The impact of language on public opinion, political ideology reinforcement, 
and social transformation will grow in importance as political discourse is transformed in this age 
of new communication technologies and social media. Recognising that language is both a mirror 
and a weapon of power, this study stresses the need of critically engaging with political discourse 
in order to shape the political reality in which we live. 
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